N The Sustainable Regional Development group focuses on the relationships between global change and concrete, contextualized development. It particularly focuses on human-environment interactions, negotiation processes, decision making, and their sustainability outcomes.
N The Sustainable Land Management group focuses on integrative aspects of sustainable management of renewable natural resources in rural areas. Research topics include the improvement of resource use through soil and water conservation measures, and integration of nature conservation in rural development, at both the technological and institutional levels.
DIG's mountain focus and its commitments in the Swiss Alps
Mountain regions have been crucial to DIG's research and teaching activities for many years. This research focus is based on outstanding initiatives such as the Man and Biosphere Programme (1970s-1980s) As examples, two thematic core areas of DIG research in the Swiss Alps are presented here: governance of common property resources and World Heritage Site monitoring.
Governance of common property resources
Common property resources such as pastures and irrigation water are prevalent in mountain areas (Figure 1) observed and made explicit in order to be able to communicate them to the society. The DIG is involved in the operation of a monitoring system for the World Heritage Site and has elaborated indicators that describe ongoing processes and potential threats to the values of the site (Gasser and Wiesmann 2011) . Among other issues, it was possible to show that, by making the high mountains increasingly accessible to people, an intensification of tourist use has taken place in the World Heritage region, and this may be a threat to sensitive natural environments. After establishing a general overview of the areas used for outdoor activities (Figure 2 ) and an analysis of local conditions (such as protected areas, sensitive environments, and endangered species), concrete visitor guidance measures, where necessary, will have to be developed in cooperation with local partners. Interesting results of the monitoring activities are presented to the public by means of short ''monitoring letters '' (SAJA, 2014) . Up to now, the following themes have been addressed: glaciers, outdoor activities, agriculture (all in 2012), biodiversity, water, and cultural landscapes (in 2013).
Networks and cooperative efforts
The DIG maintains a large national and international network, with an emphasis on research partnerships between North and South, by means of transdisciplinary research (Hirsch Hadorn et al 2008) and education. Two institutions and networks are particularly important: the Centre for Development and Environment of the University of Bern, which was established as an interdisciplinary university center in 2009, after having developed within the Institute of Geography, and the International Graduate School North-South (2014), a network of the Swiss universities of Bern, Basel, and Zurich, which have worked together since 2011 in support of research partnerships at the PhD and postdoctoral levels. It is likely that the DIG will maintain its overall direction in the coming years by working toward a geography of sustainable development and continuing its strong focus on research for sustainable mountain development. Karina Liechti, 2010) MountainPlatform
